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Kasturirangan feted at
IT Delhi convocation

NEW DELHI: “Truly, this
institution is investment
into India’s future,” said
eminent scientist K Kasturi-
rangan at the 42nd annual
- convocation of IIT Delhi on
Saturday. He was presented
Doctor of Science (honoris
causa) for his contributions
in the field of space sci-
ence,

Kasturirangan, two
alumnis of IITD, Dr Anant
Jhingran- VP & CTO of in-
formation, IBM, Prof Dinesh
Manocha, University of Car-
olina, USA. were presented

the Distinguished Alumni
Award on the occasion.

Arvind Kumar, a physi-
cally handicapped student
in the list of awardees, re-
ceive his Ph. D in Physics
supported by crutches and
Prince Dhawan, received the
Director’s gold medal for the
best all round student.

As many as 1,493 stu-
dents will be presentéd
awarded various levels of
degrees at the two- day
convocation. 88 doctoral
degrees were also pre-

sented. ENS
§
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At ITT-D, more girls than boys in engineering

Shaswati Das
= shaswati das®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: At the Indian I.nsﬁtube
of Technology (Delhi), there’s a
revolution of sorts underway,
with more girls than boys
among the multitude of budding
engineers. This is largely due to
the rise in enrollment rate of
girls this academic year by 8%,
as against that in 2010,

Of about 800 students enro-
lled in 2011 in the undergradu-
ate courses this year, 111 are girls,
about 13% as against 10% in 2010.
The postgraduate enrollment
this year stands at 20% of the

total admitted students,
“There has been a marked
increase in the number of girls
taking admission in IITs. This
year, about 111 girls have been
admitted across all disciplines.
There are more girls in streams
such as textile technology and
chemical engineering” said
Shantanu Choudhury, Dean of
Undergraduate Studies, IIT.
The girls’ academic per-
formance, too, has shown an
upward trend over the last few
years. “Even though the overall
topper is a boy, girls have won
silver medals in different stre-
ams. Quite a few streams have
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female toppers. In fact, out of 15
dlsc1plmes girls have topped in
six disciplines,” Choudhury said.

This trend, the institute
believes, could inspire several
girls to take up engineering as
a career in the future. “Pre-
paring for the IIT-JEE is a
tedious task which tends to
deter girls. Girls are becoming
aware of the viable career
options after pursuing engi-
neering so much so that the top-
per this year in electrical engi-
neering is a girl,” he added.

In the postgraduate disci-
plines as well, the increased
enrollment of women has been

Nation building through social networks

heartening, with girls outshin-
ing boys in computer science
applications, Instrurnent Techn-
ology and Design engineering.
“It is a matter of pride to see
many women taking up post-
graduate studies in engineering
at IIT, specially in disciplines
such as computer science and
electrical engineering. This is
spread out across all fields of
postgraduate study such as
MTech, MSc and PhD. We have
also noted that the number of
girls appearing for the joint
entrance has gone up steadily,”
said K Gupta, Dean of
Postgraduate Studies, IIT
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&7 NEW MODEL PM

NUMBER CRUNCHING

UNDERGRADUATE i
= Number of seats: 860
= Girls enrofied in 2011: 1
& Girls enrolled in 2010: 85
Textile technology, Chemical
engineering, Bicchemical engi-
neering and Biotechnology have
seen higher enrollment
POSTGRADUATE AND PHD:

» Total seats: 1500
u Girls enrolled: 400
Civil enginesring, Mechanical
engineering and management
have seen the highest enrollment
(inchiding Mtech, MS and PhD)

NETSAVVY A-LISTERS

= Delhi Traffic Polica is active on
Facebook and Twitter. It also gives
traffic updates to users.

prompts Planning
Commission fo seek
avenues to interact

with the youth
v

- neyar | l/mnuﬂn\'hml!u dsntimes com

his February, the Planning
Commission tried to play ball and
e more than an ‘instit z

posted a page for the 12th Five-Year
Plan on Facebook (FBJand opened itself

the topics for which the Commission
invited inputs. The Commission recog-
nised 12 challenges for which consul-
tation was sought through face-to-face
interaction with the youth.

While users are free to give any sug-
gestion, the Commission has listed the
subjects one at a time to streamline the
[t ent thread. One user comment-

to comments, tweets, wall-posts, sta-
tus updates —even ‘likes' from a wider
and younger audience. The cue came
from the Prime Minister’s suggestion
to take policy matters to the masses,

The enterprise works both ways. It
builds the sense that you can — remote-
Iy though — take part in policy-mak-
ing decisions by giving your comments
and suggestions for the next plan.

*The PM said you have to reform
the approach of the Pl anning
Commission to involve the masses, It
is too much ol an “Ivory Coast’," recalls
Planning Commission member Arun
Maira.

And the results are showing, Though
there are less than 5,000 flikes’ for the
12th Plan’s FB page, it has received
diverse and interesting suggestions on

mg on India’s black money problem,
ically enough has a solution that
will be music to money launderers®
ears. Sample this: “No Income Tax for
maney spent on setting up schools in
villages®, The logic: according to this
user; investment in rural edueation can
actually help turn black money, white
— and also spread edueation in villages.

Another user has talked about sub-
sidy issues. He says India should take
lessons from Iran, a country that
tackled subsidy issues by slowly ‘redue-
ing it, rather than pressing the panic
button,

For “richness” in response, the
Commisgion also held consultations
‘with the youth by roping in Young India,
the youth wing of the Confederation of

Indian Industry, a premier business
assoeiation in India,

“The idea is to take the youth's views
to the Planning Commission,”
Bhairavi Jani, 32, part of the team. "Qm
for instance, education, The youth
understand education issues belter
than anybody else since they experi-
ence it first hand”, adds Jani. For exam-
ple, one user sugpests that student par-
ticipation in government ;mrl[{nmmm
on the lines of rural internships be
mandatory,

The Commission plans to go on
Twitter as well. Though tweeting, with
its M0-character limit for posts, is not
ideal for attracting suggestions on pol-
ey matters, it can be "effectively used
for publicity and polls”, says Maira.

Government departments in India
lack presence on social networking sites,
barring a few exceptions. Says Abhinav
Kaul, another user: “Other countries
have brought about revolution through
social media but even after being one
of the largest social network users in
the world, we are listless™ The FB page
could be a start in the right direction.

= India’s External Affairs Ministry is on
Twitter and its spokespersons update
the latest happenings.

= Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways and National Highway
Authority of india have a FB page
where you can post pictures of fil-man-
aged roads which they claim would be
addressed.

= Indian Railways offer an application
for reservation through its FB page.

= Reserve Bank of India through its
Twitter page gives information about
its policies. It also posts information
when it derecognises a bank.

= UK Prime Minister informed citizens
on Twitter about steps taken 1o curb
racent riots in London.

= Japan's PMO used its FB page for
issuing advisory during Tsunami and
nuclear radiation leaks.

= Barack Obama runs his presidential
campaign on FB and Twitter.
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114 DTU teachers
‘threaten to quit if
V-C not removed

Manash Pratim Gohaln| Tan

. New Delhi: It seems all is
. not well in the Delhi Tech-
* nological University
. (DTU), as 114 teachers have
- decided to quit and go
somewhere else. These
teachers, who were with
the erstwhile Delhi College
of Engineering (DCE),
wrotetothe chief secretary
on Thursday, demanding
immediate replacement of
vice-chancellor P B Shar-
ma. In fact, they have writ-
ten in the letter that they
are even willing to join pol-
ytechnic institutes under
the Delhi government if
nothing works out.

Two months ago, the
same teachers had written
to the chief secretary, ex-
pressing unwillingness to
serve in DTU and seeking
repatriation to the directo-
rate of trainingand techni-
cal education (DDTE). In
that resolution, the teach-
ers had stated that “since
DTU administration has
repeatedly failed to protect
thetermsand conditions of
services of erstwhile DCE
employeesasenvisaged un-
der Section 4(d) of DTU Act
2009, hence the DCE Teach-
ers’ Association resolves
that all the DCE faculty
must be repatriated to
DDTE”.

They had also set a two-
month deadline for the
state government to act on
their demands. But since
no response has come from
the government so far, and
with the deadline expiring
this month, the teachers, in
a general body meeting on
Friday, resolved to intensi-
fy their agitation if their
demands arenot met.

The teachers had also

cited nine reasons as to
why Sharma should step
down. They had alleged
that he denied career ad-
vancement schemes to
them, and was responsible
for financial irregularities
and administrative fail-
ures, among others.

“We are not against the
conversion and upgrading
of ourcollege intoauniver-
sity; but this should have
resulted in something
good. Instead, the students
agitated; and now, the
teachers are thinking of
leaving the university in
protest against the high-

ALLIS NOT WELL

handedness of one person.
It is for the government to
decide if one person is
more important than the
114 teachers,” said a senior
faculty member on condi-
tionof anonymity.

“The teachers have not
done anything to spoil the
academic atmosphere, and
we would not like to do so;
but given the present situa-
tion, we have no other op-
tion,” said another teacher,

The DTU witnessed one
of the worst agitations in
2010 when the students
brought the functioning of
the university to a stand-
still for 40 days in the
March and April. The stu-
dents had also demanded
the removal of Sharma.
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Demand for degree shrinks, engineering colleges seek buyers

SWATI GARG. in Andhra and K. ka.But coreE ing College, for
Kolkata, 13 August due to shrinking demand, many  example, has been on sale for

trusts are now looking forbuy-  six months, according toa bro-
TRUSTS owning engi ing ers,”said Sandeep Aneja,man- ker, whois incharge of the sale.

collegesin Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu are putting these institu-
tions up for sale due to a shrink-
ing demand for the degree.

At least half a dozen col-
leges are on the Jookout for buy-
ersin Andhra Pradesh, which
alone produces the largest num-
berof engineers in the country.
These four states have more
than 1,500 engineering colleges,
with 500,000 seats. Andhra
alone has 700 colleges.

“Since 2005 there has been
aspurt in engineering colleges

¢ Rt (TETR

aging director of Kaizen Pri-
vate Equity, a firm focused on
the education sector.

“The problem with many of
these institutions is they have
no brand name; they manage
to meet the most basic re-
quirements set forth by AICTE
(AllIndia Council for Techni-
cal Education). They have the
licences, but bare infrastruc-
ture development and zero
brand name. They produce en-
gineers who do not find jobs,”
Anejasaid.

The Kollam-based Travan-

Established in 2002, the college
spreads over 25 acres and has
1,350 seats. Its promoters de-
nied they had put the college
onsale, but sources said they
wanted to set up a school,
which they believed might be
amore profitable proposition.
Thep are bel dto

P1

AT LEAST HALF A DOZEN COLLEGES ARE ON THE
LOOKOUT FOR BUYERS IN ANDHRA PRADESH,

WHICH ALONE PRODUCES THE LARGEST NUMBER
of engineers in the country. Kamataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Andhra Pradesh have more than 1,500 engineering
colleges, with 500,000 seats. Andhra alone has 700 colleges

over 54.5 acres, has 1,850 seats.
Vocational education, in-
cluding engineering and man-

bed ing ¥100 crore.
Another college affiliated to
the Anna/University is also up
for sale with an asking price of
%120 crore, according to an ad-
vertisement on a classifieds
website. The college, spread

, is regulated by
AICTE which allots each edu-
cational institution the number
of seats it can allotinagiven
course. A sale would entail the
transfer of the AICTE licence.

“Broadly, there should be

noproblem in the transfer of
seat permits because they will
come under the Property Act
and would fall in the category
assets being transferred by one
owner to another owner,” said
ahuman resources develop-
ment ministry official.

In 2010, the National Asso-
ciation of Software and Ser-
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vices Companies had said 75
per cent of engineers were un-
employable.

The problem of vacant seats
came to the limelight earlier
this year, when fears surfaced
that over 150,000 seats might
remain vacant in Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka alone.

Several private equity
(PE) players, along with
trusts and non-educational
buyers, are in the fray. But PE
players will not be able to
make any headway because
of hurdles in exit.

+ “While many engineering
college trustsin Andhra and
Karnataka have put up assets,
including land and licence, on
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sale, most of them are non-prof-
itinstitutions. Under the exist-
ing law, assets from these trusts
cannot be used for profit mak-
ing,” said Jacob Kurian, part-
ner, New Silk Route. Kurian's
New Silk Route is a PE fund
with assets worth $1.4 billion
under management.

“The advantage for the buy-
er would be to re-brand exist-
ing infrastructure and work
through present licences,”
Kurian said.

The buyer will gain land
which is increasingly becom-
ing difficult to acquire. Also,
there is the lure of existing
seat allocations that bigger
private universities believe
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can be filled with their own
brand name.

Aplayer involved in a deal
said there was no problem in
PE players getting into the
space. “I donot see the not-for-
profitissue a hurdle because
we can put up the money and
ourexperts in charge of oper-
ations, and exit at a later date.
Aslong as we do not take mon-
ey out of the college itself, there
should be no problem,” the in-
vestor said.

- Buyers, who have been ap-~
proached, told Business Stan-
dard atypical deal could range
between 330 crore and 3200
crore, depending on the kind of
assets and infrastructure.
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